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 MINUTES OF BANWELL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
HELD AT THE YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 27th APRIL 2026 

 
 
The meeting was chaired by Councillor Steve Voller (Chairman of Banwell Parish Council).   
 
Present: 22 members of the public, 9 Parish Councillors, 1 Banwell Parish Council Officer, 1 North 
Somerset Officer and the minutes were taken by Liz Shayler (Clerk to Banwell Parish Council). 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

An apology was received from Cllr Arlidge. 
 

2. MINUTES OF LAST PARISH ASSEMBLY 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 28th of April 2025 were approved as a correct 
record of the meeting and were duly signed by Cllr Voller. 

 
3. BANWELL PARISH COUNCIL –  

 
i. Chairman’s Report  

The Chairman, Steve Voller, gave the following report. 
 
It’s been another busy year across the parish and I’d like to thank everyone for their participation 
and engagement whether as individuals, clubs or societies. It’s this that makes Banwell a 
community and more than simply a place to live.  What follows is a summary of some of the 
activities and initiatives over the past year with many being continued as more than simply one-off 
events. 
 
Bringing our Community Together: The regular Soup and Roll/Cream teas and Tea & Tech 
sessions have continued alongside new initiatives such making seed bombs and willow crafting. 
Both were incredibly popular. The summer community picnic took place at the football club where 
everyone was able to wilt in the incredible summer temperatures! The Banwell Heritage Day was 
very well attended, and it was good to see so many taking an interest in the history of the village. 
We’ve also been undertaking parish council surgeries at Mead Fields giving residents the 
opportunity to meet and chat to us. Many of the topics raised are followed up with the developers 
and North Somerset Council (NSC).  
 
Supporting Resident Wellbeing: An important subject among young and old. This has included 
support for the YCC, providing free training on the use of the defibrillators (to be repeated this year), 
supporting the Forget Me Not Café (Alzheimer’s Society) through to taking a leading role in the 
Impact Alliance Loneliness project alongside neighbouring parish councils. Special thanks to the 
Clerk and Cllrs Harding and Smith for their engagement in this project which will see new events 
and activities being announced. 
 
Protecting Our Natural Environment: Ecological surveys have taken place across the village to 
identify areas for improvement and ideas for new initiatives. Residents participated in the 
Environment group alongside councillors and the Biodiversity & Environment officer. This has seen 
the provision of bat boxes, swift chambers and hedgehog homes move forward.  Additional hedging 
has been planted – supported by the Bypass Team and local groups such as the scouts.  The first 
spring clean in Mead Fields was well supported and a reminder that the village spring clean takes 
place on the 16th of May. Come & join us! 
 
Shaping how Banwell Grows: Work on the bypass continues apace and you may have seen that 
tarmac has started to be laid – a significant milestone. This time next year we should be tantalisingly 
close to it opening. We continue to keep in contact with the bypass team to influence where we can 
work that impacts on existing roads. However, disruption is inevitable given the amount of 
construction needed and how busy the road network is.  Keep an eye out for NSC’s public 
consultation later this year on the place-making work that will take place in the village once the 
bypass is open. This involves widening footpaths and creating passing zones to make the village 
centre more people friendly, safer and to slow down traffic. We’re also encouraging NSC to extend 
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plans for 20mph speed limits across the whole village and not just areas included in the bypass 
scheme.  
 
We should expect to see later this year/next planning submissions from the Wolvershill developers. 
We’re still concerned about NSC’s draft ideas for the Strategic Green Gap and continue to 
challenge them even at this early stage. Thanks to the work of the parish council’s planning 
committee and residents who commented on NSC’s Local Plan 5 draft sites, which would have led 
to more than 300 houses being built village-side of the bypass, were removed from it. 
 
Maintaining What Matters: We continue to look after our local assets such as the Recreation 
ground and Riverside play areas, memorials, grit bins and dog bins – amongst others! A new 
remembrance garden has been created in the cemetery and will be planted next month. 
 
Investing in our Community: Approximately £5,000 in grants and donations have been provided to 
local groups and charities for initiatives benefitting the general community. Non-financial support has 
been provided to help new groups start up, for example, use of the YCC. 
 
Running your Parish Council: Last but not least a huge amount of work takes place behind the 
scenes to keep the parish running smoothly and efficiently. Thanks to the Clerk and for the 
supporting work of the Biodiversity and Environment officer, Communications officer and village 
orderly for all they do. Our appreciation also goes to Cllrs Thain and Manley who have left the parish 
council and to district councillor Tristram for his help and support when needed.  Finally, my thanks 
to your parish councillors for their commitment and positivity throughout the year. 

 
ii. Clerks report 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s Statement of Accounts for the 2025/26 financial year is 
now available on the website, with hard copies available on request. The level of reserves was 
highlighted, including earmarked reserves for a cemetery extension and Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) funds allocated to the recently constructed all-weather path around the Recreation 
Ground. 
 
The Clerk was pleased to report that, due to an increase in the Council Tax Base, the cost to a 
Band D property has increased by only 96p, bringing the annual charge to £86.97. The Council 
recognised the continued challenges posed by rising household utility costs and has sought to 
minimise the financial impact on residents. 
 
The Clerk invited the Assembly to seek clarification on any issues. No queries were raised. 
 

iii. Environment and Biodiversity Officer 
The Environment and Biodiversity Officer gave a brief PowerPoint presentation outlining what she 
has been doing this year and future plans. No questions were raised following the presentation.  A 
copy of the presentation is available on request from the Clerk. 

 
4. NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL  

i) Ward Councillors Report  

No District Councillor was present, and no report had been received.   
 
Brenda Fowler was present and introduced herself as a North Somerset Officer working for 
Children’s services identifying gaps in provision and looking at how they can be filled through 
the Community.  She was pleased to be working with Banwell as one of the two pilot areas. 

 
5. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENTS UPDATE 

No Member of Parliament was present, and no report has been received. 
 
6. RECOGNITION OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AWARD 2025 

The Clerk was pleased to present the 2025 Recognition of Service to the Community Award.  This 
year’s Volunteer of the Year award was presented posthumously in memory of Sonia Mitchell, in 
recognition of her outstanding contribution to village life. 
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Sonia gave her time generously to many aspects of the community, including fundraising for the church, 
organising events such as the Christmas Tree Festival and Harvest Supper, and playing an active role 
in the carnival. Through the Banwell Flower Club, she shared her skills and enthusiasm, more recently 
teaching others the art of flower arranging.  She was also known for her kindness and willingness to 
help others, regularly providing lifts to appointments, church, and local groups, and offering 
companionship as a walking buddy. During COVID, she supported the community as a coordinator at 
Knightcott Gardens. 

 
Sonia’s quiet determination, superb organisational skills, and heart of gold made a lasting impact on the 
village. She will be greatly missed. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

No comments or questions were received.  
 
8. REPORTS BY VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  

Reports were presented by the following village organisations over the past year. 
Banwell Bell Ringers* – Steve Davies  
Banwell Archaeology* – Steve Davies 
St Andrews Church* – Jaqui xxxxxx 
Banwell Village Hall – Claire Atyeao 
Royal British Legion* – Penny Mottram 
Banwell Gardening Club* – Lynne Ralph 
Banwell Methodists – John Batt 
Banwell Amateur Dramatics – Jackie Parkinson 
Coffee and Chat – Jackie Parkinson 
Banwell Potigny Town Twinning* – Dinah Harrison 
Banwell Football Club – Steve Smith and Brian Peat 

 
(*Copies of these written reports are held by Banwell Parish Council and may be inspected by 
making application to the Parish Clerk). 
 

10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF ELECTORS – Monday 26th April 2027 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:30pm and thanked all those who 
had attended.  
 
 

.......................................... Chairman 
 

……............................... Date 


