Notes of the meeting of the Environmental Working Group at Banwell
Youth & Community Centre, 7:45pm on Monday 1% of June 2026.

- - PRESENT: Councillors Steve Voller (Chairman), Kelly Smith (Vice-Chairman), Mike Bailey
ﬁ and Simon Arlidge

Officers Present: Amy Symonds (Environment and Biodiversity Officer)
Members of the public Present: 0
The meeting was convened.
01/26 To elect a Chair (Agenda Item 1)
Resolved: To elect Clir Voller as Chairman of the Environmental Working Group for 2026/27
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous)
02/26 To elect a Vice-Chairman (Agenda Iltem 2)
Resolved: To elect Cllir Smith as Vice-Chairman of the Environmental Working Group for 2026/27
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous)
03/26 To receive apologies for absence (Agenda Item 3)
Apologies were received from Clir Mike Dolling
04/26 To receive declarations of interest (Agenda Item 4)
No interests were declared.

05/26 To agree the minutes from the Environment Working Group on the 6" of October 2025
(Agenda Item 5)

Resolved — The minutes of the Environment Working Group on the 6™ of October 2025 were
approved as a correct record of the meeting.

The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous)

06/26 Receive an update from the Environment and Biodiversity Officer regarding last meeting
priority ideas (Agenda Item 6)

A remembrance garden is being developed with a focus on wildlife-beneficial species and bulb
planting, led by a volunteer, with support from the Environment and Biodiversity Officer to ensure
appropriate species and priorities are included. The grass maintenance contract is due for renewal
in autumn, at which point a proposal will go to council for wildlife friendly areas of longer grass.
Grants for additional tree planting at Riverside are being explored, with potential to support wider
grassland management that will be taken to council in due course.

Due to saturated ground conditions at the Youth & Community Centre, the log pile proposal has
been delayed and will be revisited when suitable material becomes available. There is also potential
funding for hedge planting at the riverside, which is intended as a priority for autumn, and the
Scouts have expressed interest in supporting a community planting day. Finally, the Community pay
back team has removed a lot of the overgrown bramble at the youth and community centre.

07/26 To discuss priorities for future biodiversity and sustainability projects within Parish Council-
owned green spaces (Agenda Iltem 7)



No additional priorities were raised. The Environment and Biodiversity Officer confirmed that hedge
planting remains the highest priority. All previously discussed projects will be brought to council
once costings have been completed or suitable grant funding has been identified.

08/26 To consider opportunities for community involvement and volunteering (Any proposed
activities are exploratory at this stage and subject to review in accordance with the Council’s
Volunteering Policy, idea could include but not limited to the following) (Agenda Item 8)

The group considered opportunities for increased community involvement and volunteering
in future environmental projects. There was general support for exploring ways to better
engage local volunteers and community groups. The Environment and Biodiversity Officer
advised that this will remain an exploratory piece of work at this stage and that examples of
good practice from other areas will be reviewed to help shape a suitable approach for
Banwell. Any proposals would be developed in line with the Council’'s Volunteering Policy.

Members also expressed enthusiasm for working with local organisations and groups, with

particular interest in enabling wider involvement similar to the Scouts’ participation in tree
planting initiatives.

09/26 To consider a coordinated approach to inspections of Banwell’s Right of Way Network
(Agenda Item 9).

Councillors will each inspect their assigned footpaths as soon as practicable to assess their current
condition, with ongoing inspections to be undertaken regularly throughout the year to support
continued monitoring. Should any volunteers wish to take responsibility for a footpath already

assigned to a Councillor, priority will be given to the volunteer, and the Councillor will be reassigned
to an alternative route.

10/26 Date of next meeting. (Agenda Item 8).

Monday 5" of October 2026, TBD Environment Working Group Meeting at the YCC.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:35pm



